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Spring is here! Summer is coming! On 
Saturday, May 9th, we will be holding 

our annual plant and garage sale. Our 
plants are provided by a local grower 
(unlike the ‘big box’ stores), and the 
profits generated by this sale are the 

largest contributor to our community as-
sociation’s bottom line. Our pricing is in 
line with that of the city markets, but just 
think of the money you’ll save in gas!

Lindenlea Park never looks as pretty 

as it does the morning of this yearly 
event, so please come by and check 
out our display. The garage sale gets 
underway at 8am and runs until noon. 
The Scouts will be doing a BBQ and 
bake sale. See you there!

Lindenlea has been a very good place 
to live since its inception (1919).  

In concept, the core of Lindenlea is 
a planned community based on the 
Garden City urban design model. The 
vision associated with that design ethic 
resulted in a strong sense of place and 
identity among the residents, a great 
quality of life and a strong sense of 
community that has lasted a number of 
generations.  

Today, Lindenlea is the geographical 
area bounded by Beechwood, Spring-
field, Maple Lane and Acacia Avenue. 
But ‘the community’ includes more than 
what is found within those physical 
boundaries. A ‘virtual Lindenlea’ exists 
around the organizing forces of the Lin-

denlea List Serve, our website and our 
Facebook Page. The Lindenlea Commu-
nity Association (LCA) is the organizing 
construct of our community.

In recognition of the upcoming 100th 
anniversary of the establishment of 
Lindenlea, the LCA has struck a Centen-
nial Project. We aspire to ‘remember our 
past, celebrate the present and imagine 
the future’.  

Developing a community vision is one 
tool that can help us examine those 
objectives. I believe there are two key 
reasons we need to develop a vision of 
our community:

• As a community we need to have a 

common and shared understanding of 
the type of urban community we want 
Lindenlea to be. This understanding 
will help us engage, at the individual 
and collective levels, the forces (positive 
or negative) that act on the community. 

• To establish a basis against which 
we can evaluate the merit of plans and 
initiatives that arise over the coming 
decade e.g., a possible initiative to 
re-develop the community centre; a 
strategic plan to mitigate the impacts of 
urban infill pressures.

THE PROCESS

Following an extensive discussion of 
the process by Board and some core 



members, it was decided to embark on 
a process of engagement and consulta-
tion with the community in order to 
develop a vision statement. Figure 1 
presents our process map.

Track 1 – A concurrent program of Ap-
preciative Inquiry will engage commu-
nity members and ask the following 
questions: 

 

• Why do you like living in Lindenlea?

• What aspect of community life is 
most important to you?

• Looking ahead, what would you like 
to see improved in our community 
and what is going to keep you here?

The inquiry will include:

• Publication of our intent to conduct 

a vision quest

• Surveys in the Lindenleader and on 
our electronic media (the list serve, the 
website and the Facebook page)

• Face-to-face surveys at upcoming 
community events

• A door-to-door survey, the extent of 
which remains to be determined. 

Track 2 - A Sunday Speakers Series of 
presentations and discussions led by 
"subject matter experts" will inform 
and inspire participants about differ-
ent aspects of the form and function of 
vibrant and engaged communities.

Six sessions, lasting no more than two 
hours each, will cover key aspects of 
community life. 

The guest speakers will make 30 to 40 
minute presentations on their areas of 
expertise/their passion, and then lead 
an interactive discussion with partici-

pants. The discussion will examine 
how their viewpoints can be reflected 
in a community vision. 

At this time, the following is the pro-
gram of our Sunday Speakers Series:
 
• 10 May - Don Schultz,  Regional 
Director of Canada Lands Company – 
will speak to us about the vision that  
CLC developed for the new commu-
nity at CFB Rockcliffe.  

• 24 May- Alex Wood, Economist - will 
present on 'the sustainable economy' 

and 'sustainable prosperity'.

• 31 May - Jane Thompson, Architect, 
- will present on Lindenlea history, 
urban pattern and sustainable design 
in the urban context.  

• 07 June - John Verdun, Retired De-
partment of National Defence Futur-
ist - will present and lead discussions 
on the subjects of 'social capital' and 
'virtual community'. 

• 14 June - Tobi Nussbaum, City 
Councillor  - will  speak to us about 



how the City of Ottawa sees commu-
nity associations within its fabric.
 
• 21 June– Andrew Wisniowski, LCA 
Director - will speak about the current 
organizing principles of the Linden-
lea Community Association, what its 
objectives are, and how it operates. 

THE OUTCOME

Our objective is to create a Vision 
Statement. 

At the end of the series of surveys, 
presentations and discussions, the Board 

will work to create a draft vision state-
ment that reflects the input we have 
received.  A draft version of the Vision 
Statement will be presented at the An-
nual General Meeting and we will seek a 
final round of input from those attending 
the meeting and the wider community. 

The newly elected Board for 2015/2016 
will adopt the Vision Statement.

LAST WORDS

So please get engaged and start the 
discussion with your friends and 
neighbours! 

Reply to our clip out …and “drop it”, 
old school style, at the community 
centre.
  
Visit our website www.lindenlea.ca. 

Post on  www.facebook.com/LindenleaCA.  

Tell us what you think about life in 
Lindenlea. What do you treasure most 
about living in this community? What 
would you like to see improved? 

What a lovely visitor to our community!



GreentreeOttawaRentals.ca 

Mark your calendar for this year’s 
IODE HOUSE AND GARDEN TOUR: 
Saturday, May 30th from 9:30 am to 4:30 pm. 

This year, the houses range from 
spectacular to eclectic.  Six wonderful 
houses are located in Rockcliffe, Roth-
well Heights, and the Rideau Canal 
not far from Dow’s Lake. 

The RCMP Musical Ride Centre in 
Manor Park will be a central hub for 
the tour. It will offer a gift shop, a 
small museum showing the develop-
ment of the Musical Ride, and tours 
of the stables where you can pat the 
stately black horses, view the tack 

and farrier rooms, and see the horses 
put through their paces. 

The IODE tour shuttle buses will also 
have a bus depot where tour visitors 
can change to or from the Rockcliffe 
bus to the Rothwell Heights bus.

The BVA is co-hosting this year’s 
Jane's Walk with NECTAR on Sat-

urday May 2nd from 1:00pm to 2:30pm. 
Jane’s Walk is a festival of free neigh-
bourhood walking tours that help 
put people in touch with their city, 
the things that happen around them, 
the built environment, the natural 
environment, and especially with 
each other. Jane's Walk, established 
in 1907 in Toronto, bridges social and 
geographic gaps and creates a space 
for cities to discover themselves. The 
walks are given by local people who 
care passionately about where they 
live, work, and play. 

This year’s theme is called “The Vil-
lage of my Dreams” and is centered 
around the notion that the Beechwood 
Avenue that we currently have can be 
better. We believe that by identifying 
our wants and needs we can make 
them happen, a little bit at a time. 

This year’s walk will be more interac-
tive and have different themed stops 
related to creating the “Village of 
our Dreams”. We will create pop-up 
murals, guerilla herb gardens and 
impromptu gathering spaces. Divide 
up some your plants from your garden 
and be prepared to plant them along 
the walk. See you at 1pm on May 
2nd and if it’s pouring rain we’ll see 
you on May 3rd same time. We look 
forward to creating the Village of our 
Dreams with you!
The walk will start at NECTAR on 
Mackay near 
Dufferin at 1 
pm and will end 
with tea and 
coffee sponsored 
by Councillor 
Tobi Nussbaum 
at Tea Time at 81 
Beechwood Ave.

The Summer Solstice Stroll is the next 
event that the BVA is gearing up for. 
Mark your calendar for Saturday, 
June 20th. The details are still in the 
works and there are lots of details! 
As in previous years, the merchants 
will be doing something fun in front 
of their shop and the street will come 
alive with performers and artists. The 
Summer Solstice Committee could use 
some extra hands on deck for the plan-
ning phase and/or on the day, so drop 
us a line at
beechwoodvillagealliance@hotmail.ca. 



We have two spots available for 
our After School Program this 

September 2015.  Here are some of the 
details of our program.

Jamaal Rogers will coordinate the Lin-
denlea After-School Program. Jamaal, 
an ECE teacher, is one of the daycare 
providers formerly employed by Bet-
tye Hyde Cooperative Nursery School. 
In addition, Jamaal will assist and sup-
port the specialized instructors in the 
delivery of their programs.

The Lindenlea After-School Program 
runs for the entire school year as 
set by the Ottawa Carleton District 
School Board calendar and will break 
over Christmas for two weeks. The 
program will NOT run on P.D. Days, 
Thanksgiving, Family Day, Good Fri-
day/Easter Monday, March Break or 
Victoria Day, so parents will be respon-
sible for finding care on these days. 
Jamaal will occasionally run a PD day 
program but this is not included in 
the monthly fee and advance sign up 

is required. Our program operates for 
children in Grades 1-4.

Each school day the children will be 
picked up as a group at Rockcliffe Park 
School and walked to the Lindenlea 
Community Centre. At the centre, the 
children will be provided a healthy 
snack. Following snack, the children will 
have quiet time. The children have the 
opportunity to do their homework but 
please note that this is not a “homework 
club” and depending on the amount of 
homework, the children may not have 
time to complete it every day.

Each Wednesday, the children will 
be provided with specialized instruc-
tion in art. Clare Brebner, an artist 
and teacher from the Ottawa School 
of Art, offers the children the oppor-
tunity to experiment with a variety 
of artistic media throughout the year. 
This past year we offered Comic Book 
Theatre and Food Truck Favourites 
on Tuesday afternoons. We plan to 
continue offering alternative classes 

for 4-6 week periods.

  On those days when there are no 
specialized courses being provided, 
the children will be given supervised 
free time to play, be it in Lindenlea 
Park, the Centre’s backyard or inside 
the Centre itself. 

In order that we hold a spot for your 
child, we will require a $350 cheque 
(dated August 1, 2015) that will be 
credited towards your September fee 
and 9 other post-dated cheques (dated 
October 1, 2015-June 1, 2016). We 
will also require ALL 10 post-dated 
cheques by June 15th. The August 
cheque holds your spot in the pro-
gram. It is non-refundable and will 
be applied to your September 2015 
monthly fee should you stay in the 
program.

 Please contact me at 
maggieknaus@sympatico.ca if you need 
more information or would like to visit 
with our coordinator. 

A big thank you to Full cycle again 
this year for coming out to Lin-

denlea to help us ride safely. They 
checked out many bikes and helmets 
and have some words of wisdom for 
us. If your helmet is more than four 
years old, get a new one. The foam 
degrades and it may crack and not be 
effective. Check your brake pads for 

maximum grip when you need 
a quick stop. Full Cycle does 
this as a community service, 
so please consider using 
them throughout the year. 



It’s an exciting time to walk down 
Beechwood Avenue, with lots of 

construction and change making our 
community a bustling place.
Four years after the devastating fire, 
the majority of the building that 
remained at Beechwood Avenue and 
MacKay Street was taken down earlier 
this year. Soon, the last part (which has 
housed Minto’s sales centre) will be 
torn down and excavation will begin. 
The site is considered to be a “brown-
field” due to the fire and the former 
dry cleaning business, so trucks will be 
hauling away soil during excavation, 
which is expected to continue until 
the end of August. Minto is working 
on a traffic management plan with 
the city and is also considering ways 
to mitigate the impact of on-street 
parking in the area when workers are 
on-site. Minto will be appointing a site 
supervisor who my office will be in 
touch with if there are any issues with 
the construction. 

By September, a crane should be up 
and construction on the below-ground 
parking garage will commence. Work 
on the above-ground portion of the 
building should be getting underway 
by the end of 2015 with move-in dates 
anticipated for fall 2016. The build-
ing will house several businesses 
on the ground floor. Minto is still in 
talks with potential retail tenants and 
will apparently announce the busi-
ness names this fall. In the meantime, 
Minto says news and photos of the 
construction will be posted at 
mintobeechwood.com.

Another significant development 
proposal for Beechwood is Claridge 
Homes’ proposed condo building at 89-
99 Beechwood Ave. Claridge recently 
resubmitted updated plans to the city’s 
planning department. Staff is review-
ing the new documents, which will be 
available on the Development Applica-
tions section of the city’s website.

On the south side 
of Beechwood, 
in Rideau-Vanier 
Ward, you may have 
noticed a develop-
ment application sign 
posted on the Metro 
grocery store. The 
store’s owner is plan-
ning to add a 19.8 
metre by 39.8 metre 
one-storey addition 
on the west side of 
the store, where part 
of the parking lot is 
located. According 
to the development 
application, the plans 
look to modernize 
and enhance the 
store, with a new  

entranceway and canopy and a 
“market atmosphere” inside. My city 
council colleague, Mathieu Fleury, is 
working with the company to improve 
pedestrian connections through the 
site and to improve the landscaping 
and replace damaged trees. The addi-
tion will be vetted through the city’s 
site-plan process after the committee 
of adjustment weighs in.

These developments, as well as Do-
micile’s Kavanaugh building and the 
anticipated redevelopment of the St. 
Charles church on the Rideau-Vanier 
side of the street, are creating an oppor-
tunity to look at the future of Beech-
wood as our main street. Reinforcing 
Beechwood as a commercially vibrant 
area and the heart of our urban village 
is a major priority for me and support-
ing safe and active transportation op-
tions for people to get to Beechwood is 
a critical part of that. With that in mind, 
Councillor Fleury and I will be asking 
the community to engage in defining 
the future layout of Beechwood Avenue 
in line with the city’s Complete Streets 
policy. Although the road is not on the 
books to be rebuilt until sometime after 
2031, we’d like to take this opportunity 
to look at providing more detailed 
guidance on how to delineate space for 
pedestrians, cyclists, buses and vehicles 
in the future. Stay tuned for more infor-
mation about that project and opportu-
nities to engage in the discussion.

 



Just down the hill from Lindenlea is a 
small gem of a school.  With only 182 

students, from Nursery School to Grade 
6, and a group of dedicated teachers, 
Fern Hill is a space where children 
not only gain a high-quality academic 
education, but also develop leadership 
skills and support their community. 

When we moved to Lindenlea, I was re-
searching nursery and primary schools 
in the neighborhood for my older son. 
After a visit to Fern Hill, I didn’t need 
much time to make my choice: What 
better place could we find that a) was 
easily accessible by foot, b) offered a 
lower student-to-teacher ratio than 

most other schools and 
c) provided a strong pre- and after-
school program? 

As I soon discovered, another key 
reason to choose Fern Hill was the staff. 
Their level of commitment, mindful-
ness, and patience is above anything 
I expected.  They promote a strong 
school community, supported also by 
the older students.  The grade school 
students are organized into Houses, 
and this structure has helped create a 
true school spirit and foster leadership 
skills among the older students. The 
children are encouraged to help, not 
only one another (for example younger 

students are assigned an older reading 
buddy), but also to help out in their 
community.   

It has been two years since enrolling 
my son in Fern Hill, and I am looking 
forward to having his younger brother 
join him in the fall.  Fern Hill may be 
small, but definitely beautiful. And just 
around the corner.   

For more information on Fern Hill 
School, please visit www.fernhillot-
tawa.com.



Everyone is a futurist – if you have 
debts, a mortgage, dreams and 

aspirations – you have at the very 
least an implicit vision of a future. But 
that’s the rub. How can we be better at 
envisioning a future? 

The first part of the answer is getting 
a grasp on the variety of ways that 
change can happen. Overwhelmingly, 
change happens in non-linear ways. 
Some key types or patterns of change 
include: 

• Exponential change (e.g. Moore’s Law);  

• Phase transitions – when water turns 
to ice from 99 degrees Celsius to 1 de-
gree no significant change shows, but 
at -1 degree the nature of water has 
fundamentally changed – slow change 

until it’s very fast. 

• Chaos – sensitivity to initial condi-
tions and compounding effects – the 
butterfly effect 

• Complexity, Emergence & Attractors 
– what makes soap bubbles ‘want to 
become perfect orbs?’

Change also occurs at different scales, 
speeds and combinations. Perhaps the 
most important change – is when there 
is a change in the conditions of change. 
For example, when humans developed 
the technologies of language and cul-
ture – learning could now be encoded 
in memes (before such technologies, 
learning that could help a species had 
to be encoded in genes and experi-
enced as instinct). When learning is 

captured in memes it can be shared, 
improved, replaced, or discarded with 
speed that enabled humans to adapt 
to rapid environmental change. When 
humans domesticated fire, this new 
cooking technology enabled us to pre-
digest the food we ate and in this way 
eat a much wider variety of foods and 
obtain much greater nourishment from 
our diet. When humans domesticated 
plants and animals the same change in 
the conditions of change occurred. 

The rise of steam power transformed 
transportation and manufacturing, 
the emergence of inexpensive watches 
transformed logistics of human orga-
nization and of course with electricity 
came the ability to put motors any-
where and to communicate instantly 
across continents. Together these and 



other elements of industrial social 
economies changed the conditions of 
change. They enabled social platforms 
that transformed our society, our 
individual sense of identity and our 
institutions as well as creating many 
new ones. 

The technologies of the digital envi-
ronment represent another change in 
the conditions of change – challenging 
us to re-imagine everything. A new 
infrastructure platform is emerging 
including the current social & com-
munication Internet; the Internet of 
Things (IoT) and a corresponding lo-
gistic Internet based on an accelerating 
number of sensors that can and will be 
attached to anything and everything. 

These Internets all feed and are fed 
by Big Data from vast clouds of sen-
sors (including those on our mobile 
devices) – guided by smart system 
algorithms automating efficiency and 
productive effectiveness. The devel-
opment of ubiquitous mobile devices 
with universal Internet access is a form 
of externalizing human memory – 
challenging us to displace rote memo-
ry with skills of search and analysis. 

Fundamentally new manufacturing 
capabilities are arising based on easily 
programmable or self-programming 
automation and 3D printing. Ad-
vanced robotic and 3D printing 
approaches are enabling a massive in-
crease in the customization of produc-
tion at near zero-marginal cost.
The trajectory to hold in mind is that 
anything that can be automated will be 
and everything dealing with informa-
tion will be disrupted. 

We are also on a threshold of a change 
in energy infrastructure with the ac-
celerating emergence of an Energy 
Internet based on solar and other 
renewable sources of energy. Predic-
tions include solar energy attaining 
parity with current forms of electric 
energy production by 2017 and solar 
power becoming cheaper than oil, 
even at $10/barrel. This also implies 
a paradigm shift from centralized en-
ergy production to distributed energy 
production/consumption, as well as a 
profound change in geopolitics.
Finally, humans are now engaged in 
the domestication of DNA and other 
fundamental aspects of biology includ-
ing the development of the brain and 

the potential of transformative cogni-
tive capacities. 

Jeremy Rifkin -among many others- 
argues that these developments of the 
digital environment are spawning a 
hybrid economy, disrupting capitalism 
and shifting it toward a political-econ-
omy beyond markets that incorporates 
a global collaborative commons of 
hyper-exchange and interdependence. 
This change in the conditions of 
change makes it all the more impor-
tant for communities to come together 
and engage in the conversations neces-
sary to prepare ourselves to invent the 
future that will serve us best.

Foresight is not about predicting what 
will happen.

Foresight is about understanding evolv-
ing conditions in order to imagine what 
they can enable.

Foresight needs rigor and Imagination.



LCA BOARD MEETINGS
All meetings are held the second Thursday of the month at the Lindenlea Community 

Centre, 15 Rockcliffe Way at 8:15pm 

EVENT DATE COORDINATOR

Plant and Garage Sale Saturday, May 10 Val Devine-Egan

Last Day of School Thursday, June 25

Canada Day Breakfast Wednesday, July 1 Joni Hamlin, Maggie Knaus

11 June 2015 November 12

September 10 December 10

October 8

14 May 2015 AGM October 22

 LCA 2015 EVENT SCHEDULE

PRINTER  
AD

LINDENLEA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION BOARD

LINDENLEADER PUBLICATION SCHEDULE
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO EDITOR                    PROPOSED 
                                                                                           DISTRIBUTION DATE

The Board of Directors for 2014-2015 was approved at the Annual General Meeting on October 23rd, 
2014. Please refer to the Lindenlea website for the newest updated listings. 

If you would like to join the 
Lindenlea listserv (an email ser-
vice which goes out to over 450 
households in our community) 
please contact John Verdon at  

johnverdon@gmail.com 
and ask to be put on the list.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2014-2015

Jeff Rosebrugh  President 746-6669 rockcliffeway@gmail.com
Dean Frank Treasurer 746-7340 franksarehome@gmail.com
Lee-Anne Hermann Vice-President 252-7449 lachhcal@hotmail.com
Brittany Boychuk Director 413-8277 boychuk.brit@gmail.com
Lisa Coy  Director 744-8328 lisacoy1@rogers.com 
Daniel Hanson  Director 741-2529 dhanson@magma.ca 
Richard L Johnson  Director 324-3353 richardl.johnson@hotmail.com 
John Leefe  Director 565-0033 meehyunjohn@gmail.com 
Steve McIlroy   Director 742 6811 steve.mcilroy@edwardjones.com
Jeff Murray Director 912-9237 ljjmurray@gmail.com 
Andrew Wisniowski Director 747-8074 andrew.wisniowski@gmail.com
Maggie Knaus General Manager 742-5011 maggieknaus@sympatico.ca

May 17
July 26

September 13
November 15

June 6/7
August 8/9
October 3 /4
December 5/6

Donna Kemp (donnakemp@sympatico.ca)

Lindenlea Community Centre, 15 
Rockcliffe Way, Ottawa, Ontario  

K1M 1A9

Find the Lindenlea Community 
Association online: 

www.lindenlea.ca 
 www.facebook.com/LindenleaCA 

www.twitter.com/LindenleaCA
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Member – Canadian Investor Protection Fund
www.edwardjones.com

Investments you need
and service you deserve

Steve McIlroy, FMA
Financial Advisor
.

266 Beechwood Avenue
Ottawa, ON K1L  8A7
613-742-6811


