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Welcome to Lindenlea Playgroup!  Playgroup is a welcoming environment for children and parents or caregivers to play and interact.

Playgroup is run as co-operative and its success relies on the contribution of every parent and caregiver.

Please read the following information to orient yourself as to how Playgroup runs and familiarize yourself with your roles and responsibilities.

Sessions/Fees 

Playgroup has three sessions per year (September-December, January-March, and April-June). Each session requires new registration.

Playgroup Registration Forms and more registration information are available on the website http://www.lindenlea.ca/.

Schedule

Playgroup does not have a strict program of activities but generally follows the schedule below:

9:15-10:00 adult snack – free play for children
10:00-10:30 child snack

10:30-10:45 craft

10:45-10:55 free play

10:55 -11:00 clean up

11:00-11:15 song time
Parent/Caregiver Responsibilities

Each session, parents (and/or their representative caregiver), are responsible for the coordination of two (2) snack days. On those days your responsibilities are as follows:
- you must arrive by 9:15am (Should you not be able to arrive on time inform the Coordinator ahead of time and alternate arrangements must be made.);
- serve prepared snack for adults at 9:15am;

- serve prepared snack for children at 10:00am;
- help with craft or special guest;
- lead song time;

- help ensure that toys are away, kitchen is clean (dishes are put away, appliances are unplugged), and bathrooms are clean (no diapers are in garbage)

These responsibilities are discussed in greater detail below.

Arrival time

It is your responsibility on your snack day to arrive on time, at 9:15am.  Should this be difficult for you there are two options:

Snack

- adult snack (ex. muffins) is served at 9:15am and you should bring cream (500 ml or 2 cups) and milk (500 ml or 2 cups) for coffee and tea (coffee and tea provided by Community Centre);
- snack for the children is served at 10:00am (3 items and juice ex. fruit, cheese, crackers and apple juice); 

Playgroup participation fluctuates, however, on your snack day you should plan to prepare snack for 25 toddlers and small children. 
Snack must be prepared in advance (fruit cut into pieces etc.) to ensure that the maximum number of adults are supervising the children at all times.

Plates, cups and utensils are available at the Community Centre.

Snack reminders can be found at the Community Centre and a reminder will be e-mailed to you one day in advance.
In the event someone forgets their snack an “emergency snack” can be found in one of the Playgroup drawers in the kitchen and frozen juice (marked for Playgroup) can be found in the freezer.
Craft

On your snack day you should help with craft.  You can bring a craft of your own or help the Coordinator with a prepared craft.

If you wish to do a craft please keep it age appropriate for about 20 toddlers.  Some craft supplies are available at the Community Centre but you should ensure you have the necessary supplies in advance. 

New craft suggestions are always welcome!
Song Time

Parents (and/or their representative caregiver) responsible for snack are also responsible for leading song time. While there are a few Playgroup favorites (The Wheels on the bus, Sleeping Bunny, etc.), new favorites are always welcome. A collection of popular songs and their words is available at the Community Centre or at the following link http://www.lindenlea.ca/programs.html.  
Toy Clean up

The Community Centre is a multi-purpose facility. All participants (adults and children) are requested to assist with putting the toys away at the end of everyday.

Adult participants may be requested to help clean the toys during each session.
Toys will be washed and inspected at the beginning of each new session. Suggestions for the addition of new toys are always welcome.

Proper Footwear & Strollers

To protect little toes, participants are requested to wear clean, non-slip footwear.

Strollers must be left outside the building.

Provision of Contact Information
Parent(s) (and/or their representative caregiver) are asked to provide as much contact information on their registration form as they can to improve communication and to receive reminders such as snack obligations.
